
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 General Election 

Conservative Labour SNP Liberal Democrats DUP Other

This morning Britain has woken up without a newly elected Government. Theresa May is clinging on to her position as 

Conservative Leader and Prime Minister, but only by her fingernails. 

As things stand there is despair at CCHQ and delight amongst those Labour candidates who saw their majorities 

skyrocket. However, no single party can form a majority. It now looks likely that Theresa May will use her incumbency 

to try and form a minority administration. Although, her party still might force her out and task a successor with this 

challenge.   

The ten DUP MPs who now hold the balance of power in this hung parliament will be scratching their heads this 

morning, wondering how it came to be that they hold the keys to Theresa May's future. It's clear Jeremy Corbyn 

cannot form a government, and unless Theresa May seeks a formal coalition with the Liberal Democrats or DUP, then 

it appears Britain could set for an unpredictable minority Conservative administration, possibly relying on a “confidence 

and supply” arrangement with another party, in which they would support her measure by measure. 

But the size and scale of her personal and political defeat is staggering. In a campaign that was called and led by her, 

it's clear that her popularity in the country was shallower than it seemed.  

As things stand, the Conservatives remain the largest party in the House of Commons. What happens over the 

coming hours behind closed doors in Westminster will determine who emerges as Britain's next Prime Minister. 

Whoever ends up leading the Conservative Party in a minority administration will not face a smooth ride. With Brexit 

negotiations due to begin in 10 days’ time and ongoing economic uncertainty, bumps in the road are inevitable.  

If Theresa May can stay on to oversee those challenges, then some commentators have already concluded that her 

poor performance means this will be the first and last election that the Conservative Party allows her to fight as their 

leader. 

Jeremy Corbyn arguably emerges as the ‘winner’ (or not the loser!) of the campaign, despite not being able to form a 

Labour government today. Despite all expectations that his personal unpopularity would devastate Labour's vote 

share, it seems Corbyn has managed to increase it by nearly 10 per cent.  

As the dust settles on some of the more surprising results from last night, Theresa May and her advisors will be back 

at Number 10 grappling with what happens next.  

Britain's vote to leave the European Union created her premiership, and it will now dominate this Parliament too. But 

like many Conservative leaders before her, it's not yet clear whether she can stay on and lead her party through that 

tricky European negotiation and come out the other side, or whether her failure to deliver the promised negotiating 

mandate means that she will have to go.  
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Results*  

 
318 -12 

 

 
261 +29 

 

 35 -21 
 

 
12 +4 

 

 10 +2 
 

 

13 -2 
 

 
*649 of 650 seats declared 
**326 seats needed to win a majority  
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June 

9th June Government formation talks start with other parties/possible resignation of the 
Prime Minister 

9th June Start of potential leadership challenge  

Circa 11th June Conservative/Coalition cabinet formation 

Circa 11th June Election of new SNP Westminster leader  

13th June First opportunity for a Vote of Confidence in the Government 

13th - 16th June Speaker election, MPs and Peers sworn in 

14th June Speaker allocates elected Commons Select Committee chairmanships to each 
party 

19th June Queen’s Speech, State Opening of Parliament 

19th June Brexit negotiations can formally commence in Brussels from 19th June 

20th – 27th June Queen’s Speech debates in Commons 

28th June Earliest date for new legislation to be tabled (potentially first reading of the Great 
Repeal Bill) 

22nd or 23rd June Extraordinary EU Council meeting (without UK) to discuss the triggering of Article 
50 

29th June Private Members’ Bill ballot 
 

July 

5th July Select Committee Chairs election 

19th July First reading of Private Members’ Bills 

20th July House of Commons rises for summer recess 
 

August 

August Parliament in recess 
 

September  
Early September Parliament returns for approximately two weeks, then rises again for conference 

recess 

16th – 19th  September Liberal Democrat Party Annual Conference 

24th – 27th  September Labour Party Annual Conference 
 

October 

1st – 4th October Conservative Party Conference 

Early – mid October Parliament returns 

October  Potential second General Election 
 

November  
November (TBC) Autumn budget 

 

What happens next? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the UK form a Government now? 

 

Political Arithmetic  

The Conservatives will be the largest party. DUP MPs have traditionally always voted alongside the 

Conservatives. With 10 seats currently confirmed to the DUP, this means the Conservative are just able to govern 

with a majority and potentially secure the confidence of the House of Commons. We will to wait and see if the 

Conservatives enter into a formal coalition with DUP or supply and confidence agreement.  

Mathematically, this is reinforced by the fact the even if a Labour-Lib-SNP-Green formal or informal coalition was 

agreed, it is still not enough to be the largest party.  

This means that the Conservatives are able to govern with either a very slim majority or as a minority 

Government.  

 

Gaining confidence of the House of Commons 

The next step will be for the Prime Minister to gain the confidence of the House of Commons. As shown above, 

this is plausible under the current political arithmetic. She may seek to achieve this as part of a Queen’s Speech 

on the 19th June. Alternatively, she could seek to achieve this as early as the 13th June.  

It is important to note that if Theresa May was to lose this vote she would have to resign. The Cabinet Manual 

also states that if the Government is defeated, then the Opposition (Labour) will be able to table a motion to gain 

confidence. 

Based on the assumption that May will remain as Prime Minister, this vote of confidence and upcoming Queen’s 

Speech means that she will have to think very carefully about what legislation to include. It will be paramount that 

it does not include any controversial policies that divide her own party.   

Ahead of this vote of confidence, there will be a significant amount of internal horse-trading to ensure Theresa 

May is not defeated.   
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Realities of Governing as minority or with a slim majority.  

The realities of governing with a slim majority makes policy development and the passing of legislation extremely 

tricky. Policies that do not have consensus across the entire Conservative Party will be extremely tough and 

probably best avoided. Key legislation such as Budgets or the Great Repeal Bill could face countless challenges 

both from the opposition and the backbenches of the party.  

Theresa May’s toughest challenge will be gaining control of her party to ensure she can get policies through the 

House. If she is unable to, the cogs of Government will start to seize up. This tactic can be used by either Remainers 

or Eurosceptics within the Party. Effectively it will become the tool with which disgruntled backbenchers can 

eventually force May out of No.10.  

 

Another General Election?  

With an unworkable Parliament, a Prime Minister under pressure, and the existential threat of Brexit, many political 

commentators believe a likely outcome is another General Election. The question for many is when this will take 

place.  

The Cabinet Manual states that the Prime Minister may request the Monarch to dissolve Parliament and hold a 

further election. However the Monarch is not bound to accept such a request. However, there is a possibility that a 

new Conservative leader could make this request.  

Another option would be to allow the dust to  

settle and for the public to understand the  

reality of how a minority or slim majority  

Government could hinder Brexit and the  

UK’s economic future.  

 

This is why some are predicting another  

General Election in a year’s time or  

Maybe even as early as October 2017.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this mean for Brexit? 

Initially, there are two key points to bear in mind when considering what this result means for Britain’s withdrawal 

negotiations with the EU. The first is that negotiations are planned to begin on 19th June; just 10 days away. 

Reports this morning from EU Commissioner, Gunter Oettinger, is that Brexit talks will be delayed. However 

official comment is not forthcoming. Regardless, today marks the point at which 10% of the Article 50 withdrawal 

period has passed, and nothing of significance has been agreed with the EU. 

The second is that both major parties in this election campaigned to leave the EU’s single market. The Liberal 

Democrats, who ran on a pro-EU, pro-single market campaign, have won only 12 seats. The SNP, who also ran 

on a pro-single market ticket, have lost 21 seats in Scotland. Speculation as to whether this result will ‘soften’ 

Brexit stems from how finely balanced the UK’s Parliament is at this point.  

Given this fine balance, there is an opportunity for Remainers to work together across the political spectrum to 

lobby for a softer Brexit than May was originally working towards. However, whoever manages the negotiations is 

still going to be held to account by Eurosceptic backbench Conservative MPs and certain media outlets. 

Labour’s performance, and apparent success in winning over former UKIP voters, could in part be attributed to 

their position on Brexit. Jeremy Corbyn and Labour HQ defused any major public debate on the terms of Brexit 

during the campaign by largely agreeing with the Conservatives. The key differences being that Labour will not 

seek to tightly control immigration, will see ‘no deal’ as not an option, will be open to remaining in the Customs 

Union, and would seek to retain membership of European agencies like the medicines agency and the banking 

agency. 

The DUP meanwhile, the Conservatives’ most likely coalition allies, are in favour of remaining in the EU’s single 

market, are against a hard Brexit, and have a huge vested interest in maintaining an open border on the island of 

Ireland. The EU have not publicly commented. However, journalists are reporting off the record comments from 

EU leaders that “this is a UK domestic issue, the EU is ready to negotiate as soon as possible.” 
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Politicians across the spectrum have started to comment as to what this result means for Brexit. The majority 

have asserted that this result means that the country desires a ‘soft’ Brexit. The most significant comments at this 

moment have come from David Davis on Sky News at around 2:30AM this morning, where he questioned 

whether the Government still had a mandate for the UK to leave the Single Market and Customs Union.  

Arlene Foster, the leader of the DUP, has commented saying “no-one wants to see a ‘hard’ Brexit, what we want 

to see is a workable plan to leave the European Union, and that’s what the national vote was about – therefore we 

need to get on with that. However, we need to do it in a way that respects the specific circumstances of Northern 

Ireland, and, of course, our shared history and geography with the Republic of Ireland. … No-one wants to see a 

hard border, Sinn Fein talk about it a lot, but nobody wants a hard border. Certainly that’s not what the Dublin 

government want to see, not what the London government wants to see and not what Stormont want to see.” 

Gus O’Donnell, former cabinet secretary, said: “This is not good news for Brexit”, referring to difficulties in forming 

a Coalition, agreeing a policy on Brexit, and finalising an agreement with the EU before March 2019. 

Conservative Home, the influential conservative blog, has collated views from across the Conservative 

parliamentary party, and states that: “The principle of Brexit is not in question, but the Government’s proposals for 

it are – not to mention the timetable. Single market membership may now be on the table.” 

Labour politicians from across the party have been consistent in arguing that this result gives a mandate for a soft 

Brexit, with David Lammy, MP for Tottenham, writing on twitter: “The PM asked the country for a huge majority to 

deliver the hardest hard Brexit. The country said no. This is the end for hard Brexit.” 

Party leaders are yet to comment. 

 

 

What are 

politicians saying 

about Brexit? 


